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To the College of Bishops, General Officers, members of the Judicial Council, Presiding Elders, Pastors and Laity:

I am honored to present this report for the first position as the Connectional Trustee President.  The recent pandemic altered the regular meetings of the Connectional CME Church and in many instances, we are conducting meetings in person and/or online via Zoom.  We have entered a new era of using technology to reach the people of God.

The first meeting held on April 25, 2022, under the leadership of Dr. Clifford Harris who was the previous General Secretary of the Department of Lay Ministries was a “Trustee Dialog” focusing on the questions of:

1. Who can be a Trustee?
2. How can we build communication that is helpful to you as a Trustee?
3. What are the needs of Trustees as we move forward in a “new normal” of hybrid Worship Service?

There was vibrant discussion by all of the participants.

A Connectional Lay Ministries Trustee Training Sesion was held on April 24, 2024 on Zoom.  The recorded session is available upon request from the office of Dr. Shannon Faulk, General Secretary.  This session included information from active Trustees who have faced and solved problems at their locat churches.  

As part of the Connectional Ministries Training, Lay Trustees Training was presented on Saturday, August 9, 2025 on Zoom.  In addition to general information for Trustees, there was detailed discussion about the need to maintain our physical structures and how this impacts the cost of insurance on them.

Currectly we are working on a Handbook for Trustees.

There continues to be a need of contact information for local Trustees.  All local Trustees should share their contact information with the appropriate represenative of your Episcopal District.  The folllowing are the Episcopal District Presidents:

Vera Merriweather, First Episcopal District		vmerriwe@aol.com
Arthur Boykin, Second Episcopal District		arthurboykins@bellsouth.net
Dr. Jeanette L. Bouknight, Third Episcopal District	jlbouknight@gmail.com
Addie Geyen	,Fourth Episcopal District			Soul4nanny@yahoo.com
James Blackman, Fifth Episcopal District			Jblackman05@gmail.com
Ronald Scott, Sixth Episcopal District			rodscott13@yahoo.com
Sue Alexander, Eighth Episcopal District		emery.alex@yahoo.com
Alice Freeman, Ninth Episcopal District			alfree1925@gmail.com

I am grateful to God for the leadership of General Secretary Dr. Shannon Faulk and for his tenacity, diligence and guidance.

It is my prayer for the Laity that God will continue to order our steps in His Word.

								Yours serving a living God,
								Attorney Barbara E. Bouknight


